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Math is ubiquitous--it is all around us--so 
much so that at times we don’t even notice 
it!  We are teaching third graders not only 
the basic mathematical operations (addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, and division) but 
also helping them to see the ways math is 
applied in real life situations.  Last week we 
learned a math game called Penny, Nickel, 
Dime where students roll a die 7 times. 
Each time they roll, they can take the 
number on the die as either dimes, nickels, 
or pennies--with the goal of getting as close 
to $1.00 as possible without going over. 
There’s a lot to keep track of...and it’s a fun 
way to practice adding coin amounts!  Look 
for it as a LAH invitation this week.  You can 
help your child understand money by 
counting coins, playing games with them, or 
even taking them to the store with a budget 
to pick out food for a meal. 
 

 
 
Has your child come home talking about 
macrocystis pyrifera or pneumatocysts? 
We’ve been learning about the kelp forest 
ecosystem that sits right off our coast.  We 

see that giant kelp regularly washed up on 
the beach.  Ask your child to tell you about 
the parts of this organism--and how it fits 
into the food chain.  You might also ask 
them to explain how kelp fronds are 
different from trees--as well as how they are 
similar.  Students have also been writing 
some kelp-inspired Haiku, following a 5-7-5 
syllable pattern.  These short poems take a 
lot of thought and some word play to make 
the syllable pattern work with the ideas 
students are generating. 
 
In Social Studies students learned that 
civics is the study of the rights and duties of 
citizens. We discussed how we are all 
connected in a community and that our 
actions are important. We talked about 
ways we can each be better citizens.  
 
This year we will be creating an Artist 
Journal through the Bookcreator App. 
Students will research and write a biography 
of the artists we study. We will also do an 
art lesson in the style of the artist. Our first 
artist is Georgia O’Keeffe.  Ask your child if 
he or she can tell you some fun facts about 
Georgia O’Keeffe.  
 

 

 
 

Vision is the art of seeing what is invisible to others. Jonathan Swift 
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